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ABSTRACT

This article examines the "Non-Aligned Movement", which plays an important role in contemporary international
relations. The article was created by synthesizing the information obtained by scanning the literature. The
historical background, basic principles and effects of the Non-Aligned Movement on international politics have
been examined in detail in the literature. This movement emerged during the cold war and adopted basic principles
such as independence, peace and security. Additionally, the unique features of the Non-Aligned Movement were
emphasized by comparing it with similar movements. In the methodology section, research methods such as source
analysis, comparative analysis and examination of documents of relevant organizations are explained. In the
discussion section, a comprehensive evaluation was made of the Non-Aligned Movement, discussing its current
situation, the challenges it faces and its potential contributions in the future. In the conclusion and recommendation
section, the general meaning of the findings was evaluated and the suggestions offered by the article and a road
map for further research were drawn. This article offers a comprehensive overview for readers who wish to
understand the role of the Non-Aligned Movement in contemporary international relations and anticipate future
developments.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In the arena of international relations, interactions between states and the reflections of these interactions
at the global level determine the complexity of contemporary world politics. In this context, the emergence of
states and various actors with different ideologies, strategies and policies throughout history has deeply
affected world politics. In this complexity, the Non-Aligned Movement has gained a unique position in the
international relations scene and become an important stakeholder of this dynamic process. (Aghayarov, M.
2022)

The evolution of the Non-Aligned Movement throughout history has witnessed important periods of global
politics and kept pace with changing dynamics. In the post-Cold War period, in an environment where
polarization between the great powers reached its peak, the Non-Aligned Movement built its own identity by
adopting the principle of neutrality. This identity aims to contribute to the international system by focusing on
basic principles such as independence, peace and security. (Jazi¢, Z. 2005)

The main purpose of this article is to examine the Non-Aligned Movement from a broad perspective, its
historical background, basic principles and effects on international politics in detail. In this context,
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synthesizing the rich sources of information obtained by scanning the literature aims to provide an
enlightening view about the current dynamics and future potential of the movement. This analysis will
constitute an important resource to provide a comprehensive understanding for readers who want to
understand the evolution of the Non-Aligned Movement in international relations and anticipate future
developments. (Kieh Jr, G. K. 2008)

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1. Historical Background of the Non-Aligned Movement

The historical background of the Non-Aligned Movement was shaped especially in the shadow of the Cold
War period. After the Second World War, world politics entered a period determined by ideological conflicts
between great powers. During this period, the tension between the capitalist bloc and the socialist bloc
constituted one of the cornerstones of the global political equation. However, some countries felt the need to
take a neutral and independent stance, without being affiliated with these large blocs. (Miholjcic, N. 2020)

The foundations of the Non-Aligned Movement were laid at the Africa and Asia Conference held in Bandung,
Indonesia in 1955. This conference aimed to bring together the leaders of the newly independent countries and
take a common stance against imperialism. Following the conference, a platform of solidarity and cooperation
was created among the countries struggling for independence. (Bandyopadhyaya, J. 1977)

Under the devastating effects of the Cold War, the Non-Aligned Movement emerged as an alternative to the
bipolar world order. The movement aimed to be a balance element in international relations by maintaining a
neutral and peaceful stance, without severing its members' ties with the great powers. During this period,
important figures such as Yugoslavia's leader Josip Broz Tito, Egypt's leader Gamal Abdel Nasser and India's
independence leader Jawaharlal Nehru came to the fore as one of the pioneers of the Non-Aligned Movement.

In the formation process of the Non-Aligned Movement, avoiding being under the pressure of the Cold War
and defending the principle of equality between countries played an important role. The movement became an
advocate of global peace and justice, taking a stand not only against the great powers but also against
imperialism and the system of colonialism. The Non-Aligned Movement, whose historical background was
drawn in this way, built its own identity by influencing the international system and continues to exist as an
important actor in world politics today. (Keethaponcalan, S. 1. 2016)

2.2. Fundamental Principles of the Non-Aligned Movement

The basic principles of the Non-Aligned Movement have strengthened unity and solidarity among member
countries by determining the ideological foundations and ethical values of the emergence of this movement.
These principles enabled the movement to have a universal perspective and played an important role as a
guarantee of global peace. (Stojanovic, R. 1981)

Freedom and Independence: The most fundamental principle of the Non-Aligned Movement is to respect the
full independence and freedom of member countries. During the Cold War, the movement, consisting of many
countries that had just gained or were in the process of gaining independence, opposed imperialism and
emphasized the right to self-determination. This principle encouraged member countries to resist foreign
interventions and advocated non-interference in their internal affairs.

Peace and Security: The Non-Aligned Movement has emerged as a platform that strives to preserve and
maintain global peace. It opposed conflicts between member countries and argued that war and armament
were not solutions to global problems. He contributed to the creation of a fair and sustainable order in
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international relations by emphasizing the importance of diplomacy and dialogue in maintaining peace and
ensuring security. (Kieh Jr, G. K. 2008)

Equality and Justice: The Non-Aligned Movement defended the principle of equality among member
countries and aimed to establish justice at the global level. The movement, which strives to ensure justice in
the economic, social and cultural fields, has continued its efforts to create a fair world order by opposing the
domination of small and medium-sized countries by great powers. (Jazi¢, Z. 2005)

Neutrality and Non-Alignment: The Non-Aligned Movement adopted the principle of neutrality in the foreign
policies of member countries and aimed to maintain an independent stance without being dependent on major
power blocs. During the Cold War, it contributed to world politics as an impartial and effective player by trying
to exist within a peaceful diplomatic framework, without being an area of conflict between countries. (Zepp-
LaRouche, H. 2023)

The fundamental principles of the Non-Aligned Movement have played a decisive role in international
relations both throughout history and today, and it has continued its mission of being an effective actor at the
global level by defending universal values such as peace, freedom, equality and independence. (Vieira, M. A.
2016)

2.3. Effects of the Non-Aligned Movement on International Politics

The Non-Aligned Movement is a movement that has created significant impacts on the international political
scene and left its mark in various dimensions throughout the historical process. These effects are based on both
deepening cooperation between member countries and offering an alternative perspective to world politics.
(Shaw, T. M. 1989)

One of the most obvious effects of the movement is that it offers an alternative to the polarized world order
of the Cold War period. During this period, in an environment where ideological competition between great
powers escalated, the Non-Aligned Movement stood out with the principle of neutrality and paved the way for
member countries to determine their own independent policies and resist foreign interventions. This has
increased the capacity of small and medium-sized countries to negotiate with powerful states on an equal basis.

The effects of the Non-Aligned Movement were manifested not only in the political arena, but also in the
economic and cultural sphere. The movement supported the creation of independent economic development
models by encouraging economic cooperation among member countries. In addition, by organizing various
events in the cultural field, it enabled member countries to introduce their cultural riches to each other and
thus increased mutual understanding. (Aghayarov, M. 2022)

To further strengthen their influence on international politics, the movement played an active role in the UN
General Assembly and sought common solutions to global problems. It has taken steps towards becoming an
effective actor in international politics by ensuring solidarity and cooperation among member countries on
fundamental issues such as peace, security, human rights and development. (Zepp-LaRouche, H. 2023)

The effects of the Non-Aligned Movement continue today. The resistance of the movement against the
changes and challenges experienced at the global level contributes to its continued influence on international
politics. In this context, the effects of the Non-Aligned Movement on international politics left a significant mark
on the evolution of the global order, and the ethical values of this movement effectively guided world politics.
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2.4. Comparison with Similar Moves

Comparison of the Non-Aligned Movement with similar movements is important in understanding the
diversity in world politics and assessing the general characteristics of such organizations. In this context,
focusing on major similar movements and examining their historical, ideological and strategic features allows
us to evaluate the evolution of the Non-Aligned Movement from a broader perspective. (Rasool, A., & Pulwama,
A.2013)

First of all, the G77 group, which is similar to the Non-Aligned Movement, can be discussed. G77 is a platform
established at the UN in 1964 and aims to defend the interests of third world countries, especially cooperation
on economic issues. Both the Non-Aligned Movement and the G77 aim to protect their common interests
against the economic and political order established in the post-Cold War period. However, while the G77
focuses more on economic development and international trade, the Non-Aligned Movement's scope is broader
and includes core principles such as political independence, peace and security. (Bandyopadhyaya, J. 1977)

Another similar movement can be examined as the African Union (AU). The AU is an organization that aims
to strengthen political, economic and cultural cooperation among African countries. What they have in common
with the Non-Aligned Movement is that they take a common stance against imperialism and foreign
interventions and support development efforts across the continent. However, the African Union's focus is
more specifically on the African continent, whereas the Non-Aligned Movement has a global perspective.

Finally, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) can also be considered as a similar movement. SCO is
an organization operating in security cooperation and economic development in Central Asia. What is similar
to the Non-Aligned Movement is that member countries take a common stance against foreign interventions
and aim to protect their own interests. However, the SCO's focus is more regional and security-oriented, while
the Non-Aligned Movement has a broader perspective, embracing the principles of global peace and
independence. (Keethaponcalan, S.1.2016)

Comparisons with these similar movements can help identify the unique characteristics of the Non-Aligned
Movement and better understand the impact of such organizations on a global level.

3. METHODOLOGY

The methodological approach of this study is based on literature review with the aim of understanding the
historical evolution of the Non-Aligned Movement, its basic principles and its effects on international politics.
This approach aims to provide an overall assessment of the movement by drawing on existing information and
resources.

Literature Review: This study conducted an extensive literature review and examined books, articles,
academic publications and other sources written on the Non-Aligned Movement. This literature review is a
fundamental step in understanding the history of the movement, its basic principles, cooperation between
member countries, and its effects on international politics.

Comparative Analysis: The study also includes information about other organizations in the literature in
order to compare the Non-Aligned Movement with similar movements. Comparative analyzes with similar
organizations such as the G77, the African Union, and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization will help us better
understand the unique characteristics and general effects of the movement.
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Detailed Examination of Basic Principles: By examining the basic principles of the Non-Aligned Movement in
detail, the study focuses on understanding how these principles were formed, under what conditions they
emerged and how they evolved. This will help us better understand the ideological foundations of the
movement. (Mital, A. R. 2016)

Examination of National and International Policy Documents: The relevant documents were examined in
order to understand the national policy documents of the member countries of the Non-Aligned Movement and
their effects on international politics. Official statements of the member countries of the movement and
documents related to the international organizations they are affiliated with play an important role in revealing
the effects of the movement on politics.

This methodological approach includes an effort to understand the Non-Aligned Movement from a broad
perspective and to comprehensively evaluate the historical, ideological and political evolution of the
movement. (Kieh Jr, G. K. 2008)

4. DISCUSSION
4.1. Current Status of the Non-Aligned Movement

The current state of the Non-Aligned Movement is evolving in parallel with changes in the global political
environment and reflects the movement's efforts to balance the challenges it faces and its successes.

The Non-Aligned Movement has kept pace with the changes in the dynamics of the international system with
the end of the Cold War. The movement continues to come together on a common platform, taking into account
the various political, economic and cultural differences of member countries. This provides important context
for understanding the current state of the movement. (Aghayarov, M. 2022)

Today, the Non-Aligned Movement continues its mission of being the guarantor of global peace and security.
The movement makes its voice heard to the international community by taking a common stance against global
problems such as terrorism, arms races and regional conflicts. Member countries continue their efforts to
contribute to a just and sustainable world order by coming together under the umbrella of the Non-Aligned
Movement. (Miholjcic, N. 2020)

The current status of the Non-Aligned Movement focuses on various initiatives that emphasize cooperation
and solidarity among member countries. Economic cooperation projects, cultural interaction programs and
diplomatic dialogues stand out as important tools to increase the current impact of the movement. In this
context, increasing trade between member countries and implementing joint projects supports the
movement's goal of being effective not only in the political but also in the economic and cultural fields.

However, the difficulties faced by the Non-Aligned Movement cannot be ignored when considering its current
situation. Complex dynamics in international relations, conflicts of interest between member countries and
changes in the global balance of power stand out as factors limiting the impact of the movement. In this context,
the current strategies of the movement and its methods of coping with these difficulties constitute an important
research topic. (Jazié, Z. 2005)

The current situation of the Non-Aligned Movement reflects its efforts to become an effective actor in
international politics, both based on its roots in the historical context and by adapting to today's global
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dynamics. In this context, the future role and evolution of the movement will be better understood in the light
of global developments that will shape international politics and security issues. (Vieira, M. A. 2016)

4.2. Challenges Facing the Non-Aligned Movement

In addition to its important role historically, the Non-Aligned Movement struggles with the various
challenges it faces today. These challenges arise from factors such as the evolution of the international system,
global power dynamics and differences of interests among member countries.

Multipolar World and the End of Bilateralism: In the post-Cold War period, structural changes in world
politics are one of the main challenges faced by the Non-Aligned Movement. The end of the bilateral bloc and
the emergence of a multipolar world required the movement to re-evaluate its political strategies and reason
for existence. This situation has complicated the movement's effort to create a common worldview among
member countries and revealed the need to adapt to new political balances. (Keethaponcalan, S. 1. 2016)

Global Economic Inequality and Development: The Non-Aligned Movement continues its mission to reduce
economic inequalities among member countries and support development efforts. However, the unfair
structure of the global economic system stands out as a factor that prevents the movement from achieving
these goals. The balance of economic power among member countries makes it difficult for the movement to
implement economic cooperation projects and coordinate development efforts.

Security Issues and Regional Conflicts: The movement undertakes various diplomatic initiatives to maintain
global peace and security. However, security issues such as regional conflicts, terrorism and arms races are
among the significant challenges that limit the movement from achieving these goals. Achieving a consensus
on intervening in conflicts between member states could enable the movement to more effectively achieve its
security-related goals. (Miholjcic, N. 2020)

Cultural and Ideological Differences: The Non-Aligned Movement tries to create unity by taking into account
the cultural and ideological differences between member countries. However, it is observed that these
differences can sometimes strain the internal cohesion of the movement and increase the difficulty of reaching
a consensus on a common platform. This situation affects the internal dynamics of the movement, making it
difficult to create a common vision. (Bandyopadhyaya, J. 1977)

The challenges faced by the Non-Aligned Movement are important dynamics that have shaped the evolution
of the movement. The process of coping with these challenges is closely related to the flexibility of the
movement and the strengthening of cooperation between member countries. (Zepp-LaRouche, H. 2023)

4.3. The Future and Potential Contributions of the Non-Aligned Movement

Despite the challenges it faces, the Non-Aligned Movement has the potential to continue to play an important
role in global politics in the future. Various dynamics that will shape the future of the movement, global
developments and efforts to strengthen cooperation between member countries are key factors in determining
the potential contributions of the movement. (Miskovic, N., Fischer-Tiné, H., & Boskovska, N. (Eds.). 2014)

Multi-Diplomatic Cooperation: In the future, the Non-Aligned Movement has the potential to find common
solutions to global problems by further strengthening diplomatic cooperation between member countries. This
could enable the movement to become a more effective actor internationally. Diplomatic dialogues are critical
in establishing a common perspective on issues such as maintaining peace, resolving conflicts and ensuring
global security. (Vieira, M. A. 2016)
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Economic Cooperation and Development Projects: The future potential of the Non-Aligned Movement lies in
its ability to increase economic cooperation and implement development projects among member countries.
Increasing trade, infrastructure projects and sustainable development projects, taking into account common
economic interests, can strengthen the movement's impact in the economic field. This could be an important
step in reducing inequalities between member countries and achieving development goals. (Jazi¢, Z. 2005)

Common Solutions to Global Problems: The future role of the Non-Aligned Movement should include efforts
to find common solutions to global problems. Global problems such as climate change, pandemics and
terrorism require the movement to develop common strategies by collaborating among member countries.
This allows the movement to both increase its impact and contribute to positive changes on a global level.

Cultural and Social Cooperation: The future potential of the Non-Aligned Movement lies in strengthening
cultural and social cooperation between member countries. This allows people to understand each other better
and can increase the internal cohesion of the movement by creating a common cultural bond. Cultural and
social interaction can support the sustainability of the movement by creating long-term unity. (Kieh Jr, G. K.
2008)

The future of the Non-Aligned Movement will be shaped depending on the cooperation and harmony efforts
of the member countries. The movement's potential contributions may arise in areas such as finding solutions
to global problems, economic development, security and cultural cooperation. However, in order to achieve
these goals, it is important to overcome differences of interest between member countries and create a
common vision. (Aghayarov, M. 2022)

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

The Non-Aligned Movement has a rich history based on its historical roots and has the potential to be an
influential actor in global politics today. This article aims to understand the evolution and role of the Non-
Aligned Movement by providing an analysis of the movement's history, current status, challenges it faces, and
potential future contributions.

The historical evolution of the movement has been shaped by adapting to the changes in the international
system from the Cold War period to the present day. The end of bilateral blocism, the emergence of a multipolar
world and changes in global economic dynamics have affected the strategies and goals of the movement.

The current situation of the Non-Aligned Movement reflects its efforts to create a strong network of solidarity
and cooperation among member countries. Diplomatic dialogues, economic cooperation projects and cultural
interaction programs stand out as important tools to increase the current impact of the movement. However,
challenges such as global security issues, economic inequality, and cultural differences are critical issues facing
the movement.

The potential of the Non-Aligned Movement in the future depends on efforts to deepen cooperation between
member countries, implement economic development projects and find common solutions to global problems.
Diplomatic initiatives, economic cooperation, cultural interaction and developing common strategies on
security issues can increase the movement's influence and allow it to play a more prominent role in the
international policy arena.

Drawing strength from its past experience, the Non-Aligned Movement must continue its efforts to meet
current challenges and further develop its future potential. An association focused on solidarity, justice, peace
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and development goals among member countries will allow the movement to contribute to positive changes at
the global level.
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